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Rule Change – 14 CFR Part 61 
Flight instructor certificates will 

no longer have an expiration date. 
Published Rule: 

October 1st, 2024

https://bit.ly/49KxtXz
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Final Rule Became

December 1st, 2024
Changes to 14 CFR Parts 11, 61, 63, 65, and 141

https://bit.ly/49KxtXz
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What the New Rule effects (in part): 

• Part 61 – CERTIFICATION: PILOTS, FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS, AND GROUND 

INSTRUCTORS

– 61.2 -     Exercise Privileges

– 61.19 -   Duration of pilot and instructor certificates and privileges

– 61.39 -   Prerequisites for Practical tests (Expired Knowledge Test Report)

– 61.40 -   Relief for U.S. Military and civilian personnel who are assigned outside 

the United States in support of U.S. Armed Forces operations.

– 61.51 -   Pilot Logbooks

– 61.56 -   Flight Review

– 61.195 - Flight instructor limitations and qualifications

– 61.197 - Recent experience requirements for flight instructor 

certification

– 61.199 - Reinstatement of flight instructor privileges
 

Note: This final rule also included amendments to Part 61, Sections 

Subpart H & K, §§ 61.215, 425, 427 
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Please catch up on your reading for these changes…



Federal Aviation
Administration

“CFI Privilege Renewal and Reinstatement”.

If your certificate has an expiration Date:

• Renew before expiration date

– Establish recent experience per § 61.197

• Reinstate privileges by FAA authorized 

FIRC (if lapsed by no more than three calendar 

months) or other optional means.
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We will cover: 

•Removal of the Expiration Date on 

your CFI Certificate

• New recent experience and 

reinstatement options

• Other rule changes
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Defining some terms

• “RE” - CFIs can establish their “Recent 

Experience”  End Date or “RE” date at any 

time.  

• Reinstatement period – 3 Calendar months 

past the RE End date, NO CFI privileges until 

RE has been re-established.

• Reinstatement – if more than 3 calendar 

months past the RE Date, §61.199 options 

required.
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• CFI certificates Issued on or after December 1, 

2024, do not have an expiration date.

• New CFI recent experience (RE) requirement

• CFIs must now document recent 

   experience every 24 calendar 

   months.

• Recent experience requirements 

    validated and recorded on FAA Form 

    8710-1(Subpart H), or 

    8710-11(Sport Pilot Subpart K)



Federal Aviation
Administration

You can renew 3 months prior 

to RE end date month!

So… If your RE end date is August, 

you can renew May, June, July, or 

August to retain the month of 

August as the last month of recent 

experience!

Ref:  AC 61-65J (10/30/2024)
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Establish recent experience under 

the final rule…

• A flight instructor must establish 
“recent experience” in accordance with 
§ 61.197 prior to the expiration date or 
recent experience end date.

• This holds true for CFI with a Sport Pilot 
Rating.
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• Certificates issued after December 1, 2024, 

 do not have an expiration date.  

• Recent Experience requirements validated for a 

period of 24 months.

• Recent experience end date equal to the end of 

the month you renewed

• Reinstatement period no more than 3 calendar 

months after end date

• Privileges are suspended until recency is 

reestablished.
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Complete one of the following recent 
experience options at least every 24 

calendar months…

Understanding Recent Experience
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Six Recent Experience Options:

• Pass a practical test

– for one of the ratings listed on the 

person's current flight instructor 

certificate or,

– passing a practical test for an 

additional flight instructor rating.

Or…
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Present to a Certifying FAA Official

• Records showing that, during the 

preceding 24 calendar months, the CFI 

has endorsed:

– at least 5 applicants for a practical test 

for a certificate or rating and,

– At least 80 percent of all applicants 

passed that test on the first attempt.

Or…
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• Graduation Certificate from an FAA-

approved Flight Instructor Refresher 

Course (FIRC) within the preceding three 

(3) calendar months 

   

Or…

Present to a Certifying FAA Official
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• A record showing that, within the preceding 

24 months from the month of application:

– The flight instructor passed an official U.S. 

Armed Forces military instructor pilot or pilot 

examiner proficiency check for which the 

military instructor already holds a rating or in 

an aircraft for an additional rating.

Or…

Present to a Certifying FAA Official
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• A record showing that, within the preceding 24 
calendar months, the flight instructor served as a:

– company check pilot

– chief flight instructor

– flight instructor in a 14 CFR Part 121 or 135 
operation or in a position involving the regular 
evaluation of pilots. 

Or…

Present to a Certifying FAA Official
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• A record showing that, within the preceding 24 
calendar months:

– the flight instructor served as a flight instructor in the 
WINGS pilot proficiency program. 

– The flight instructor must meet the appropriate flight 
instructor recent experience requirements

– have satisfactorily completed at least one phase of an 
FAA sponsored pilot proficiency program in the 
preceding 12 calendar months and,

Present to a Certifying FAA Official
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A record showing that, within the preceding 24 
calendar months:

• conducted at least 15 flight activities recognized 
under the WINGS-FAA-sponsored pilot proficiency 
program to at least 5 pilots and has made 
necessary endorsements in the logbooks of those 
pilots for each activity.
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Instructor Portal - List of Credits 

Validated

• See all the credits you have validated

• Delete (revoke) credit for a previously validated 

activity 

• Save/Print list for Renewal to present to ASI
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All Users, From the Home Page
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Save history as 
.PDF or Excel 
spreadsheet
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WINGS Flight Activities

https://bit.ly/3P2HSV8
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WINGS Certification Activities

https://bit.ly/4gMLLJP
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FAASafety.gov & WINGS
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Example of one activity with multiple credit
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What your endorsements must look like…

• Include a description of:

–  the training given

–  the length of the training lesson

–  the authorized instructor's signature

    certificate number, and certificate  

    expiration date or recent experience 

    end date, consistent with the  
    requirements of § 61.197. 
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Certificate # and Exp. Date or RE Date

Affects endorsements…

61.56

Wrongway Feldman
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• Validate all recent experience by submitting an 
8710-1 or 8710-11 to the FAA along with 

supporting documentation.

Time to collect your RE Qualifiers
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Airman 

Certificate 

Information

https://amsrvs.registry.

faa.gov/airmeninquiry/

https://bit.ly/3VHb7kg
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CFI with a Sport Pilot Rating
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Establish RE with Sport Pilot Rating (§61.425)

• (a) If you hold a CFI certificate with a sport pilot 

rating issued after December 1, 2024, you must 

establish recent experience in accordance with 

§ 61.197. 
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(b) an unexpired CFI certificate with a sport pilot 

rating issued before December 1, 2024, must:

•  renew your certificate by establishing recent experience 

in accordance with § 61.197

– prior to the month of expiration on your flight instructor 

certificate. 

– If you fail to establish RE prior to the expiration of your 

flight instructor certificate

• you may not exercise flight instructor privileges 

until you reinstate those privileges in accordance 

with § 61.427.



Federal Aviation
Administration

Establish RE w Sport Pilot Rating (§61.427)

• you must reinstate your flight instructor 

privileges by satisfactorily completing one 

of the following reinstatement requirements:

– (a) If 3 calendar months or less past RE end date

• you must successfully complete an approved flight 

instructor refresher course…or

Part 61 / Subpart K: 61.427
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– (b) If more than 3 calendar months past RE end date

•  you must pass a practical test as prescribed in 

§ 61.405(b) or § 61.183(h) for one of the ratings 

listed on your flight instructor certificate with a 

sport pilot rating. 

Establish RE w Sport Pilot Rating (§61.427)
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Let’s Run Though a Couple of Scenarios
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Establish RE Early

• Example 1: If the last month of a flight 

instructor’s current recent experience period 

is August.

• CFI must accomplish one of the flight 

instructor recent experience actions in the 

months of May, June, July, or August to 

retain the month of August as the last month 

of recent experience per §§ 61.197(a)(3). 
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• Example 2: Assume a flight instructor last 

established recent experience requirements in 

August 2025. 

• CFI completes a FIRC on June 1, 2025, 

• Presents their FIRC graduation certificate and 

completed FAA Form 8710-1 to a FSDO on June 15, 

2025. 

• The flight instructor recent experience is 

reestablished and is valid through August 31, 2027 

(per § 61.197(a)(3)). 

Establish RE Early
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Keeping the Same RE Date

The month in which the flight 

instructor recent experience 

period ends is unchanged if the 

instructor completes the recent 

experience requirement(s) within 

the 3 calendar months prior to 

the last month of the recent 

experience period. 
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Early RE Submission

• Example 3: The flight instructor has a recent 

experience period ending on August 31, 2025. 

• CFI completes a FIRC on January 5, 2025, 7 

calendar months before the last month of the 

recent experience period. 

• CFI submits FAA Form 8710-1 to validate their 

recent experience on April 13, 2025, within 3 

calendar months of the date of the FIRC graduation. 

The flight instructor’s new recent experience period 

would end 24 calendar months from April 30, 2025, 

or in other words, April 30, 2027. 
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Reinstatement Under Part 61.199

• If CFI no longer has Recent Experience 

qualifier, must reinstate by:

– (1) A flight instructor certification practical 

test, as prescribed by § 61.183(h), for one of 

the ratings held on the expired flight 

instructor certificate.

– (2) A flight instructor certification practical 

test for an additional rating.

– (3) Military Instructor Pilots (read rule for more info)

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/section-61.183#p-61.183(h)
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Other Changes – Flight Review

Part 61. 56 Flight Review – (In part states)

• (f) A person who holds a flight instructor 

certificate and who has, within the period 

specified in paragraph (c) of this section, 

satisfactorily completed a renewal of a flight 

instructor certificate under the provisions in 

§61.197 need not accomplish the one hour 

of ground training specified in paragraph 

(a)…
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Re-Cap what we’ve learned…

CFI 

Certificate

Renewal 

3 months 

prior to 

RE End 

Date Month

Renewal

RE End 

Date 

Month

3 Month
Reinstatement 

Period

No Privileges 

until Recent 

Experience 

Updated

RE End Date§61.197 

Present 
8710-1 or 
8710-11 to 

Certifying FAA 
Official

Good for 

24 months 

Renewal within this time frame,

RE End Date remains the same
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My CFI expired years ago...

Expired 

CFI Certificate 

Must 

Reinstate 

Present 

form to 

Certifying 

FAA Official            

Apply for RE  

with 

8710-1 or 

8710-11  

§61.199

Practical Test 

One of the 

Ratings you 

Hold or,

Pass a 
Practical Test 

for an 
Additional 

Rating

Good for 

24 months 

No Privileges 

until Recent 

Experience 

Updated

RE Date
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Renew my CFI earlier than…

CFI 

Certificate

Renewal 

3 months 

prior to 

RE End 

Date Month

Renewal

RE End 

Date 

Month

Additional CFI 

Rating

RE End Date

Begin renewal 

window

RE Good 

for 24 months 

from end of

application 

month 

New RE End Date

Present 

form to 

Certifying 

FAA Official 

(DPE, ASI…)            

New Rating 

Application 

8710-1 or 

8710-11  
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How can I verify my recency?

• The FAA notes that airman can verify the 

status of their flight instructor certificate 

online at the FAA's online Airmen Certificate 

Information website or by contacting the 

FAA Airman Certification Branch. 

bit.ly/3VHb7kg

https://bit.ly/3VHb7kg
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Flight instructors whose certificate has 
expired have 3 months after expiration 
or recent experience to validate their 

recency experience requirement.

What if I allow my Certificate to 

Expire or do not meet the recency 

requirement?
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What if I’m no longer active…?

• After December 1, 2024, and up to 

three months after your last recency of 

experience date:

– Can renew by completing a FIRC or,

– Reinstate via a practical test through a 

local ASI or DPE.
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Reinstatement

All previous reinstatement options 
are retained under: 

§ 61.199(a)(2)

§ 61.427(a)(b)
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FAASTeam Safety Representative Training

FY 2019

• XXX FSDO

– John Smith, Operations

• (XXX) XXXX-XXXX Office

• (XXX) XXX-XXXX Cell

• XXX FSDO

– Jane Doe, Airworthiness

• (XXX) XXX-XXXX Office

• (XXX) XXX-XXXX Cell

If you have any additional Questions…
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